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Year 11: European Union; 4 lesson module

Lesson 1: The history of the European Union (EU)

Aim: For students to be introduced to what the EU is and how it has come about.

Starter

Students can decide whether the statements on their worksheets are true of false.  The teacher can then give the answers.

Activity 1

Teacher can ask students to write in their books 

“Three things I know about the European Union” 

They can use the information from their worksheets, or write about other knowledge they may have on the subject.

Ask students to feed them back onto the board.

Activity 2

The teacher can hand out the ‘History of the EU’ worksheet (ideally this should be enlarged to A3 size,  1 between two) and explain how to work though it. 

Students need to draw “cause arrows” between the boxes.  These arrows indicate that:



“The information in


…caused the events 

this box…
    



or decisions in this box.”

The first arrow has been drawn for them. 

The more causal links the students have drawn, the better.  Answers can be fed back to the class.  Students must give reasons for their arrows.  There is no set of ‘right answers’ but as a guide there is an answer sheet with the minimum number of arrows.  The activity’s purpose is to get students to engage with the purpose of the EU.

Extension: Students can summarise the history of the EU, in their own words in a paragraph of no less than 100 words.

The European Union was created because…

Plenary 
Students can add a True/False statement and test the person sitting next to them.  There is a space at the bottom of their sheet for this.


True or false?

Write true or false in the box marked your answers, when you have finished the teacher will tell you the real answers.

	Statement
	Your answer
	Real answer

	All British citizens are also European Citizens.
	
	True

	All British people of voting age can vote in European elections
	
	True

	All British people of voting age can vote in the French presidential election
	
	False

	The European Union consists of all the countries in Europe
	
	False

	The European Union is a group of countries in Europe who have agreed to work together to improve their economic stability
	
	True

	A country cannot join the European Union if it has a poor human rights record
	
	True

	All the countries in the European Union use the same currency, called the ‘Euro’
	
	False, only 12 out of 25 have decided to adopt the euro.

	The European Union recently accepted 10 new countries
	
	True

	An EU citizen has the right to live or get a job in any country in the European Union.
	
	True

	The idea for the European Union came from France.
	
	True

	The European Union is governed by the Queen of England.
	
	False

	The UK has been a member of the EU since it began in 1957
	
	False, Uk joined in 1973

	You can use an Irish euro to buy a German product in Italy.
	
	True you can use euro in any EU country except Greece, UK and Denmark.

	The 9th March is ‘Europe day’; a day when people in Europe celebrate the start of the European Union.
	
	True

	Turkey will become a member of the European Union later this year.
	
	False, the EU is not happy with Turkey’s poor human rights records and will not allow them to join.

	The Czech Republic, Latvia and Lithuania all joined the EU in May 2004
	
	True

	Countries who use the Euro can choose their own national symbol to have on their notes and coins.
	
	True, although one side of the euro must contain the euro logo.


The European Union (EU) History of the EU

Read the boxes below and draw ‘cause arrows’.  

A cause arrow means “The information in


…caused the events 

    this box             
 or decisions in this box.”

True or false?

Write true or false in the box marked your answers, when you have finished the teacher will tell you the real answers.
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Year 11: European Union; 4 lesson module

Lesson 2: How can countries cooperate on trade?

Aim: for students to consider how and why nations might decide to cooperate on trade, and to be introduced to the EU trade laws.
Starter:

The Teacher can ask students if they can think of any recent football rules and explain why they have been introduced?

(Recently there has been a suggestion that substitutions in friendly games are limited.  This is because lots of substitutions interrupt the game for those watching (and paying to do so).  Generally rules make the game fairer, or more interesting to watch)

THE LINK TO EU:

The Teacher can explain that:

The European Union is an institution that has introduced rules on trading for similar reasons: these rules make things fairer, easier and more profitable (they hope).  To think about why the European union might make rules about trade the class will need to look at the ‘How countries cooperate on trade’ worksheet.  

Activity 1

Teacher should hand out (and read through?) the “How can countries cooperate on trade” sheet (1 between 2) with students.  Students can discuss and write their suggestions down in pairs.  Their suggestions could be fed back to the class.

Activity 2

The teacher can then introduce worksheet 2; ‘How do countries cooperate in the EU?’ and help students compare their ideas with EU’s rules.

Students can then answer the questions at the bottom of worksheet 2.

Plenary

Students can use question three on ‘How do countries cooperate in the European union’ as a discussion point and share their suggestions with each other. 

How can countries cooperate on trade?

Countries A, B and C produce bicycles.  The bikes are made from three basic parts: frame, wheels and tyres.  The frame is made from steel.  The wheels are made from aluminium.  The tyres are made from rubber.  

Read below about how they are trading with each other, and do the task.
The bikes end up being very expensive because of all the taxes and extra charges that companies have to pay.  Only a few of the people living in countries A, B or C can even afford to buy the bikes.

How do countries cooperate in the European Union?

Below are some of the rules the European Union has decided on.  These rules are supposed to make trading fairer and easier.  But most of all, they are designed to make production cheaper, and to increase the number of people buying these products.

Task:

1) Compare these rules to your suggests for countries A, B and C.  Choose one of the EU’s rules that you think sounds the most useful and add it to your own rules for countries A, B and C.

2) Why did countries in the EU decide to make these rules of trading in the first place?

3) Look at box 2; what could go wrong if only one country is producing all the wheat to feed the whole of Europe?  What would you do to safe guard against this?
* There are exceptions to this rule, we will cover these next lesson.

Year 11: European Union; 4 lesson module

Lesson 3 The Common Agricultural Policy
Aim: for students to understand what the EU’s common Agricultural Policy is, and why we have it.  Students should also become familiar with the terms “Subsidy” and “Subsidise”.

Starter:

Students can feedback their answers to last lesson’s ‘How do countries cooperate in the EU’ worksheet, especially question 3, they should recap on their plenary discussion.


Activity 1

Worksheet 1 “The Safety net” can be handed out to students.  The teacher can help the class read the middle section of the worksheet.  They should be able to answer questions one and two.  While they are answering these questions worksheet 2 “What is the common agricultural policy” can be handed out.

Activity 2

Students can read through the cartoon on “What is the common agricultural policy” and answer the final 5 questions.

Extension:

Students who complete these tasks can read the BBC article and summarise it’s contents.

Or

Students can write a newspaper article for an Albanian farming magazine. 

It must include: explaining what subsidies are to Albanian farmers and why they are used within the EU, stating opinion from the point of view of these farmers.  This website may be useful to teachers.

http://www.tradeobservatory.org/library/uploadedfiles/Stop_the_Dumping_How_EU_Agricultural_Subsidies.htm

The safety net


The EU’s answer to this problem is the Common Agricultural policy (CAP)

When the EU was formed, about 50 years ago, the founder members of the EU had just emerged from a decade of food shortages.  During war time ‘rationing’ had to be used to make sure the food was shared out fairly.  The reason there was not enough food was because Britain’s trading links had been damaged by the war, so they had to rely on what was produced at home.

When the EU was formed, one of its aims was to make trade cheaper.  Some countries can produce food cheaper than Britain because their weather is better suited to a particular crop, or because they can pay their workers less, but if Britain has to rely on another country for basic food then they it makes Britain vulnerable.  The country producing that crop might try to hold Britain to ransom, or there might be an environmental disaster that left us without enough food.

To make sure that each country would be able to produce enough basic foodstuff to support itself the EU introduced CAP; the Common Agricultural policy.
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EU subsidies kill Albanian farms
	By Tim Franks 
BBC Europe correspondent, Albania 
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Barren orange groves in Stjar once bore fruit


Delvina in Albania was once filled with the colours of citrus groves. 

But now, other than the odd patch, this land has gone to waste. 

The farmers have given up, their children have left, the fields and livelihoods have been squeezed dry. 

Andon Vasili is one of the few left. He is 67 years old and lives on his own, his children gone abroad. 
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I make very little money, because the market is filled with Greek products 

Andon Vasili, farmer 


He showed me round the scrap of land that he cultivates. 

"This is a citrus grove: oranges and citrus fruit. I sell them but I make very little money, because the market is filled with Greek products," he said. 

"And that's where my children are, they are working in Greece. 

"They have no proper papers and that means I cannot see them and they cannot see me. They've left to build a better life; they have nothing to do here. It's difficult, really difficult.'' 

Unequal fight 

And the reasons that there is such an unequal fight between Greek and Albanian farming? 
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Well, you can blame poverty, decades of communism or a hopeless infrastructure. 

Those are all true. But there's also the 40-billion-euro Common Agricultural Policy: the vast system of subsidies that bankrolls European Union Agriculture. 
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Lefter Rubie risks bankruptcy every year


Even where Albanian farmers are doing their best to mimic Greek farming methods, they are finding it almost unbearably tough. 

On a farm in Xare, the fruit growers have joined forces to buy heavy equipment and to cultivate on a bigger scale. 

Lefter Rubie told me that Greek watermelons sell at a wholesale price of three cents a kilo. 

He has to make nine cents a kilo just to cover his costs. 

Only the heavy rainfall in northern Greece helped to sell his crop this year. 

''This year I planted three hectares instead of 10. I was scared that we would go bankrupt and get ruined by the Greek competition," he said. 

"However, next year we will risk it again. We will plant, because we have to survive.''
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	ORANGE DISORDER 

Albania was self-sufficient in oranges in 1990 
Orange production dropped by 80% between 1990 and 2001 

Albania now imports 91% of its oranges from Greece and Italy 

EU orange exports are generously subsidised 

Many Albanians now work on Greek orange farms 

Cheap Albanian labour keeps Greek farmers' costs low 


Border controls 

The European Union does give Albania some financial help - around 60 million euros a year. 

But a lot of that money goes toward financing the EU's big concern of the moment - the fight against illegal migration. 

In Albania, where hundreds of thousands have left over the past few years, that means toughening border controls. 

Manuela Meci from Oxfam's office in Tirana says that is a touch ironic, given how subsidised produce in the EU is stifling so many Albanian livelihoods. 

''Of course what do you expect of people - to stay here and starve? They will go somewhere for a better living if they don't have resources or support.'' 

There may in the future be one solution to the poverty in the Albanian countryside. 

When you look out over the country's gorgeous coastline, you see the possibility of tourism bringing some money into this painfully poor country. 

That will take years yet, as will the distant prospect of European Union membership. 

Most Albanians are keen on joining, but at the same time many blame the EU now for adding to their ills.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/3202259.stm

Year 11: European Union; 4 lesson module

Lesson 4 The EU Bonanza Quiz (Revision)

Starter:
Students should look back to lesson 1 when they wrote in their books 3 things that they knew about the European Union.  The students can add another three things that they have learnt in the course of the last 3 lessons.  

Activity 1

Students can be handed the EU Bonanza Quiz to work through.  The teacher can give the answers.

Activity 2

Students can write an extra 3 questions using their notes from the lessons and these can be swapped with other students.

Plenary

Students can discuss what they found most interesting or surprising about what they have learnt over the three sessions.  The students could also discuss a recent newspaper article about the EU from a newspaper or on video.

Answers:

1 b)

2 a) and b)

3 a) b) and c)

4 a) and e)

5 c)

6 c)

7 c), d), f)
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9 a

10 c

11 a

12 b



EU bonanza Quiz!!

Answer the following questions to check your knowledge on the European Union.  Tick the box next to the correct answer(s).
	1) The European Union is:

a) A name for all the countries in Europe                                                                     (
b) A name for a group of countries in Europe who have agreed to cooperate on trade.(                                                                                                                                               

c) The name of a cheese company                                                                                (

	2) What is the ‘Euro’?

a) A new currency that is used by 12 of the 15 EU countries to make trade easier     (                                                                   

b) A new currency adopted by France                                                                         (
c) Another name for a pound coin                                                                                (

	3) Companies in countries that are members of the European Union do not have to pay __________ when they sell their goods to a company in another EU country.

a) Tariffs                                                                                                                     (
b) Tax                                                                                                                          (
c) Customs Duty                                                                                                           (

	4) The people who created the European Union did it for 2 main reasons, which 2 of the following are those reasons?

a) So that businesses in the EU would make more profit                                             (
b) So that they could own more land                                                                            (
c) So that people would remember them                                                                      (
d) So that it would be easier to invade other countries                                               (
e) So that there would be less chance of another war in Europe                                  (

	5) How many countries are members of the EU at the moment?

a)15                                                                                                                            (
b)19                                                                                                                           (
c)25                                                                                                                           (

	6) Which of the following countries is not in the EU?

a) UK.                                                                                                                          (
b) Czech Republic                                                                                                        (
c) USA.                                                                                                                       (


	7) Which of the following criteria does a country have to meet to join the EU?

a) It must be rich.                                                                                                      (                                                                      

b) It must have a population of over a million.                                                            (
c) It must have an economy that is in line with existing EU Member states.              (
d) It must have a stable democratically elected government.                                     (
e) It must produce technological goods.                                                                     (
f) It must have respect for human rights and the protection of minorities.              (

	8) Here are the names of the 25 member states of the EU, use a map if possible to help you un-jumble their names.  

The first has been done for you.

Luxembourg     eblgumi     admrken     ygeranm     ceeerg     psani     anfrce     iandrel     

tyial     tehleathernnds     aautris    pogalrtu     finlnda     sedenw     eunitdgdkinom

cpzeh reucblic     etonisa      ypcrus     aatvil     thiliuaan    garyunh     ltmaa     doplan     

voeniasl     kiaslova



	9) Which of these images is the symbol of the European Union?



            
              


a)       (                                   b)       (                  c)       (

	10) Which of these is the symbol for the ‘Euro’?


          
          
          
          
  

a)  (           b) (          c)  (         d)   (         e) (


	11)  What does CAP stand for?

a) Common Agricultural Policy                                                                                     (
b) Cultural Aesthetic Plan                                                                                           (
c) Canned Apple Pie                                                                                                     (


	12) What is a ‘subsidy’?

a) Something that people pay when they change currency                                           (
b) Money paid to British farmers by the government to keep them in business          (
c) A type of desert                                                                                                     (


	13) List the three key rules on trade in the EU.

1…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

	14) Each of the countries that use the Euro are allowed to have their own national symbol on the back of the coin or note.  Ireland uses a harp, Germany has an eagle, and many other countries have famous national inventors or writers.

The UK is still considering whether or not to accept the Euro as our currency.  Below draw a design (or use your exercise book) that could be on British Euros if we decided to swap them for the pound.

Draw arrows to explain why you chose certain features.




Teacher’s notes





True or false answers





History of the EU, possible answers





START





Some EU member-countries want to make more laws so that trade is even easier between the growing number of member countries, and also so that people are paying the same amount for the same product wherever they live in the EU.  Some countries think these new laws are too strict.





The Second World War, between 1939 and 1945, cost the lives of millions of people.  It caused huge and costly destruction across Europe (and the world).  


Many people felt that it was important to improve the relationships between the governments of European countries.  





In 1999 twelve of the EU countries decided to scrap their currency and adopt a new currency called ‘the euro’.  This made trade between these countries easier, faster and cheaper because the money did not have to keep being exchanged into the different currencies. 





Being in the EU means countries can buy and sell goods freely across the EU, without long waits at boarders, or paying tariffs.  A tariff is the term for taxes that most countries charge on everything imported into their country.  Having fast and simple trading means that businesses make a lot more profit and the economy of a country improves





To join the EU countries must show:


They have a democratic system of government.


They have a stable democratically elected government.


They have respect for human rights and the protection of minorities.


They have an economy that is in line with existing EU Member states.








Since the 1960s many countries have been keen to join the EU.  A few have been successful, including the UK. There are now 25 member states.  





In the 5 years since a Union was formed between the first 6 states their coal and steel trade increased by 129%.  This was possible because of the cooperation and trust established between them.





In the 1950s France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg signed a treaty together and created the European Union.  Instead of working separately they decided to share the responsibility for decisions about their economies.  Especially relating to the goods and services they sold to each other.





Some EU member-countries want to make more laws so that trade is even easier, and also so that people are paying the same amount for the same product wherever they live in the EU.  Some countries think these new laws are too strict.





The Second World War, between 1939 and 1945, cost the lives of millions of people.  It caused huge and costly destruction across Europe (and the world).  


Many people felt that it was important to improve the relationships between the governments of European countries.  





In 1999 twelve of the EU countries decided to scrap their currency and adopt a new currency called ‘the euro’.  This made trade between these countries easier, faster and cheaper because the money did not have to keep being exchanged into the different currencies. 





Being in the EU means countries can buy and sell goods freely across the EU, without long waits at boarders, or paying tariffs.  A tariff is the term for taxes that most countries charge on everything imported into their country.  Having fast and simple trading means that businesses make a lot more profit and the economy of a country improves





To join the EU countries must show:


They have a democratic system of government.


They have a stable democratically elected government.


They have respect for human rights and the protection of minorities.


They have an economy that is in line with existing EU Member states.








Since the 1960s many countries have been keen to join the EU.  A few have been successful, including the UK. There are now 25 member states.  





In the 5 years since a Union was formed between the first 6 states their coal and steel trade increased by 129%.  This was possible because of the cooperation and trust established between them.





In the 1950s France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg signed a treaty together and created the European Union.  Instead of working separately they decided to share the responsibility for decisions about their economies.  Especially relating to the goods and services they sold to each other.





Student worksheet





START





Members of the EU have agreed to have what is called a ‘single market’.  This means goods and services can be traded without any tariffs, it encourages trade between European countries and helps countries to





Student worksheet





Country B


Country B has lots of raw materials for producing aluminium.  





However, like country A they have to import the other materials needed.





They also have to pay a tariff to their government.  











Student worksheet





Country A


Country A has lots of raw materials for producing steel.  Companies in country A use the steel to make bike frames. 


To make the wheels and the tyres, the companies have to import materials from country B and country C.


Companies in both countries B and C sell aluminium and rubber at £6 per kilo, although it only cost them £5 a kilo to produce.  The extra £1 is made from: 50p transportation costs and 50p profit.


 


On top of this companies in country A also pay a 5% tax, called a tariff on everything they buy from outside the country.  The government has this tax to encourage companies to buy everything from country A, instead of spending money aboard.





Teacher’s notes





Country C


Country C has lots of raw materials for producing rubber.  





However, like countries A and B they have to import the other materials needed.





They also have to pay a tariff to their government.  





YOUR TASK


Imagine you and the people sitting next to you are representatives from the governments of countries A, B, and C (there doesn’t necessarily have to be three of you).  You have been asked by these governments to devise a fair system for making bicycle production cheaper and easier for the companies in all these countries.


Consider: Transport of materials, costs of materials and tariffs.


Write down a list of your suggestions.





�





( No taxes or extra charges for importing goods


Being a member of the EU means that you can trade freely with other EU members.  This means that countries cooperate; they don’t charge each other for imports and their governments don’t charge tariffs (taxes) to companies who buy from other EU countries.  They work together so that products are made cheaply.  This encourages EU citizens to buy the products made, and makes goods cheaper to export to countries outside the EU.





( Only the countries that can make the goods the cheapest should produce them*.


If one country can make a product or part of a product very cheaply then they will produce it.  An example is ‘Airbus’, a manufacturer of airplanes.  Different EU countries make the parts they are best at making cheaply then they are all sent to a factory to be assembled.  If different countries rely on each other more for trade then there will be less competition and less reason for war.





( No country can treat their workers badly or underpay them.


There are EU laws about making sure no country abuses its workforce.  Paying people too little or treating them badly will make them unhappy and they may look to vote for an extremist government that won’t cooperate with the EU.  Also; good, safe working conditions are a basic human right.


Under paying people will make products cheaper and won’t be fair on the countries who pay their workers decent wages.





Student worksheet





Last week we found that the EU has the following rules on trade:


( No taxes or extra charges for importing goods


( Only the countries that can make the goods the cheapest should produce them.


( No country can treat their workers badly or underpay them.





Students’ task was to look at number 2 and to say what could go wrong if only one country is producing all the wheat for Europe, and what they would do to safe guard against this.





Teacher’s notes





Your task is to read the information above and answer questions 1 and 2.





What does CAP stand for?





Give 2 reasons why some countries can produce food cheaper than others?








Now read the cartoons on the second worksheet and answer the following.





What is the Government worried will happen if they don’t pay subsidies to British farmers?





 Why might we call the common agricultural policy a ‘safety net?’ (look at what the government says in the 4th speech bubble in the cartoon)





Where do governments get the money to pay subsidies?





How do you think the EU’s common agricultural policy might affect the farmers in Albania?





What is one of the problems with this system?

















Last week we found that the EU has the following rules on trade:


( No taxes or extra charges for importing goods


( Only the countries that can make the goods the cheapest should produce them.


( No country can treat their workers badly or underpay them.





Your task was to Look at number 2 and to say what could go wrong if only one country is producing all the wheat for Europe?  This worksheet is designed to explain the EU’s answers to this problem.





I am a British farmer.  It costs me £80 to produce a ton on wheat.  I have to sell it at £100 to make enough money to live on.





I am a farmer in Albania, because of the good weather here I can produce wheat for only £60 a ton, and sell it at £80 a ton.





We are the British government.  If we don’t do something, then supermarkets will only buy the cheaper wheat from Albania.  This will put the British farmers out of business.  Then we will have to rely on Albania to feed us.








Why don’t we buy the wheat from the British farmers for £100 and sell it to the supermarkets for £75?  We will make up the £25 pound in taxes from the British public.  This will keep British farmers producing enough food for the country just in case our trade links with other countries are broken.





What is the Common Agricultural Policy?





The Common Agricultural policy consists of subsidies that are paid to all the farmers in the EU.  A subsidy is the money that the government makes up from public taxes to keep farmers in business.  





The livelihood of British farmers depends on the government paying enough subsidies to them.  This means the government can make more demands on farmers.  The Government will only pay the farmers their subsidies if they have good quality food that is produced safely in an environmentally sustainable way.





The Common Agricultural Policy is a way of making sure European countries always have enough food to feed their populations and that the food they produce is of a high quality.


The problem is that because there is a lot of choice in supermarkets, the governments often are not able to re-sell all the food they have had to buy to keep the farmers in business.  If they gave this extra food away for free then no one who want to buy it anymore.  Lots of this food is wasted by just sitting in storage.





Student worksheet





Student worksheet





Extension task


Read this story and write a paragraph to summarise what is happening in Albania.  You must include answers to these questions:


Why can’t Albanian farmers make a living these days?


What is the difference in price between Albanian and Greek watermelons?


Why is there so much difference?


Where have many Albanians decided to move to, and why?


Why do Albanians want to join the EU?


How do Albanians feel about the EU subsidies?





Student information sheet: Extension task





Teacher’s notes





( No taxes or extra charges for importing goods


( Only the countries that can make the goods the cheapest should produce them.


( No country can treat their workers badly or underpay them.
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Student worksheet
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